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Cc: Gill George <gill@gillgeorge.net> 
Subject: 
  

Dear Dr Leahy 

  

I am writing to you in your capacity as Chair of Telford and Wrekin Clinical Commissioning Group. 

  

I wish to express the strongest possible concern that the Board of the CCG is scheduled to meet at 

9.30 am on Tuesday 26th April for what is meant to be a ‘public’ meeting – but the public has not been 

informed. The meeting is not advertised on the CCG’s website, and has not been advertised to the 

public by any other means. This is particularly outrageous given that this is a meeting to discuss the 

Future Fit Strategic Outline Case. You will recall the high level of public attendance (and disagreement 

with Future Fit proposals) at the last CCG Board meeting on 12th April, where the Strategic Outline 

Case was last discussed. I personally know about the meeting informally, having found about it this 

afternoon. 

  

I strongly advise you as Chair of the CCG to take immediate steps to cancel this meeting, and to 

ensure that any rescheduled meeting is properly advertised to the public. For the removal of doubt, 

your website should be updated to show that the meeting has now been cancelled.  

  

I have been advised that David Evans as Chief Officer of the CCG is aware that the meeting has not 

been properly advertised on the website; he may therefore have already raised this matter with you. 

  

The reasons for my advice are as follows:- 

  

The CCG Constitution states: 

  

7.4. The Chair of the Clinical Commissioning Group Governance Board  

7.4.1. The chair of the Clinical Commissioning Group Governance Board is responsible for:   

h) overseeing governance and particularly ensuring that the Clinical Commissioning Group 

Governance Board and the wider group behaves with the utmost transparency and responsiveness at 

all times;  

i) ensuring that public and patients views are heard and their expectations understood and, where 

appropriate as far as possible, met;  

j) ensuring that the organisation is able to account to its local patients, stakeholders and the NHS 

Commissioning Board; 

  

You will be aware that the Constitution is backed up by statute: 
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(1) The constitution must specify the procedure to be followed by the clinical commissioning group in 

making decisions.  

(2) The constitution must also specify the arrangements made by the clinical commissioning group for 

securing that there is transparency about the decisions of the group and the manner in which they are 

made. (Schedule 1A, Health and Social Care Act, 2012). 

  

and again: 
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(1) The constitution must specify the procedure to be followed by the governing body in making 

decisions.  

(2) The constitution must also specify the arrangements made by the clinical commissioning group for 

securing that there is transparency about the decisions of the governing body and the manner in 

which they are made.  

(3) The provision made under sub-paragraph (2) must include provision for meetings of governing 

bodies to be open to the public, except where the clinical commissioning group considers that it 

would not be in the public interest to permit members of the public to attend a meeting or part of a 

meeting. (Schedule 2, Health and Social Care Act, 2012). 

  

It is hard to see how a requirement to hold a meeting ‘in public’ can be fulfilled by not telling the 

public when or where the meeting is taking place. If the Future Fit Strategic Outline Case was 

considered a public matter on 12th April, it would of course be inexplicable for the Board to view it as a 

private matter next Tuesday. 

  

I have also looked at the Standing Orders of Telford and Wrekin CCG (Appendix C of the Constitution). 

These include the following requirements: 

  

3.3 Agenda, supporting papers and business to be transacted  

3.3.1 Items of business to be transacted for inclusion on the agenda of a meeting need to be notified 

to the chair of the meeting at least 14 working days (i.e. excluding weekends and bank holidays) 

before the meeting takes place. Supporting papers for such items need to be submitted at least 10 

working days before the meeting takes place. The agenda will be circulated to all members of a 

meeting 6 days before the date the meeting will take place, save in emergency. Supporting papers will 

accompany the agenda wherever possible, but will be circulated at least 3 days before the date of the 

meeting.  

3.3.2 The Chair of the Clinical Commissioning Group Clinical Commissioning Group Practice Forum 

and Clinical Commissioning Group Governance Board will draw up the agendas.  

3.3.3 Agenda and certain papers for the group’s Clinical Commissioning Group Governance Board, 

including details about meeting dates, times and venues, will be published on the group’s website 

at www.telford.nhs.uk/Telford-and-Wrekin-CCG/ or made available on application by post to 

Halesfield 6, Telford, Shropshire TF7 4BF. 

  

Whilst there is no firm requirement here for members of the public to be given access to papers at the 

same time as Board members, the wider duty of transparency would indicate that the same timescales 

apply. Board dates, agendas and papers have been advertised without difficulty on the CCG website 

since the CCG’s inception in April 2013, to the best of my knowledge. It would be immensely difficult 

for the Board to justify a sudden decision to conduct its business in a less transparent manner, given 

the high level of public opposition to current NHS restructuring proposals. A decision by you to post 

notice of the meeting now, giving only a single working day’s notice to members of the public, would 

not be a satisfactory response. 

  

Should the meeting take place on Tuesday morning, we will obviously use our own informal routes to 

try and publicise that this is happening. This would not, however, be an adequate arrangement. Our 

own supporters in many cases have to take leave from work or arrange childcare to attend daytime 

meetings, and informal publicity from a campaign group cannot of course absolve the CCG from its 

statutory duty to act with transparency. 

  

I look forward to your response. 

  

Regards 

  

http://www.telford.nhs.uk/Telford-and-Wrekin-CCG/


Councillor Pat McCarthy 

on behalf of Telford & Wrekin Defend Our NHS 

  

cc Gill George 

Chair, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin defend our NHS 

 


